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The Problem

Study Sites

Steller sea lion (SSL) abundance has decreased o,
dramatically in central and western Alaska, but is ¢
increasing in southea_stern Alaska. Reasons for the .. Benjamin - e
decline in part of their range are unknown; but 2. g 1stand
may be related to reduced prey availability and 8
lower diet diversity. i a4
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{% Nearshore habitat provides important nursery areas for future SSL prey

+ In summer, larger prey available in nearshore waters may benefit juvenile
SSL’s because of their inability to dive as deep or forage as far as adults

Significance to Steller sealions
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In winter, less available prey may force SSLs to travel farther from
haulouts to forage

SSL populations are healthy at both haulouts, in part because of the
abundant and diverse prey field in the immediate vicinity




