IS THE LARGEST HARBOR SEAL HAULOUT IN THE
WORLD ANY DIFFERENT FROM THE OTHERS?

Disenchantment Bay Rap' ) e BIOhA K. Jansen, Jay M. Ver Hoef, Gavin M. Brady, and Peter L. Boveng
has up to 2,000 seals ‘ 2 Polar Ecosystems Program, Alaska Fisheries Science Center, NMFS-NOAA, Seattle, WA
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In previous studies, one such trait, . . {from Reijnders et a] 2010)
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largest aggregation of this species in the world (>11,000 seals). cover was estimated by
A nearby, much less abundant, glacial haul-out overlaying standard quadrats
(Disenchantment Bay [DB: apx. 70 km 2]; 2,000 seals) allows on images apd counting the
for a comparison of life history traits of the two populations points that mter;ected I1SC
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hypothesize that better habitat quality at IB promotes higher ongest dimension). Pup growth Female size
pup survival and ultimately population size. Using aerial-
vertical photographs from 49 surveys over two years at the
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Pups and yearlings close to —
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the size threshold were
inspected visually for g —
— L~ differences in pelage color:
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gray seals were deemed
pups; brown seals, yearlings.
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A Glacial Perspective by MR L . + . j S ; { A =
Looking back 900 years, studies of glacial dynamics B P ' T | = | .| 53
present a different picture of these habitats, revealing

a complex interplay between glacial movement

(advancing or retreating) and the amount of ice usable
by seals. Historically, there were periods when either or

both bays were not suitable for hauling out on ice, and e PR ellE o Y a2
other periods when — unlike today — Disenchantment - L Aan AR Plan
and Yakutat bays formed a much larger seal haulout, .
with likely much larger ice cover and many times more
seals than currently at Icy Bay.
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Adapted from Barclay et al. 2001, 2009



