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and crab stocks is critical to stock assessment
estimates of the reproductive potential (typically

measured as spawning stock biomass) of the stock. MARVLS at the AFSC

Reproductive potential is a factor often used to How it all started

calculate biological reference points used for | | . | |

fisheries management. While quantitative Reproductive studies at the NMFS Alaska Fisheries Science

assessment of reproductive parameters is essential Fjenter (AFSC) havg historically I?een conduFted as

for stock assessment calculations, qualitative independent studies, meant to inform particular stock

information on spawning dynamics is also important assess.ments. It beca.me apparent that the AFSC would

as fisheries management has begun taking an benefit from a more integrated approach to collect

ecosystem approach to management. In addition reproductive life history information. This approach
demanded the prioritization of future research by

identifying knowledge gaps and management challenges.
This led to the formation of the Maturity Assessment, and
Reproductive Variability of Life Stages (MARVLS) working
group and resulted in a reading group, and an AFSC
workshop and white paper detailing the status of
TimelLine reproductive biology and maturity research at the AFSC.

understanding the spatial and temporal dynamics of
fish spawning is important for managing fishery
impacts on protected apex predators.
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MARVLS goes National

A reading group was established in
2013 with interested scientists
discussing papers and tackling current
issues and challenges connected with
histology, fecundity and other
reproductive ecology questions. It was
soon apparent that scientists from all
NMFS science centers working on
reproductive ecology and life history
were interesting in a platform
allowing to share knowledge and
exchange information.

The recommendations and general contents presented
in this poster do not necessarily represent the views or
official position of the Department of Commerce, the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration or
the National Marine Fisheries Service.
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Contact Information

If you would like to receive furtherinformation or would like to join MARVLs don’t hesitate to contact:
Susanne McDermott Susanne.mcdermott@noaa.gov NOAA, AFSC, Seattle
Sandi Neidetcher sandi.neidetcher@noaa.gov NOAA, AFSC, Seattle
Christina Conrath Christina.conrath@noaa.gov NOAA, AFSC, Kodiak




