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Oil Still Toxic to Salmon
4 Years After Spill

fis project examines recavery of pink saimon spawning
areas in Prince Willim Sound after the 1989 Exxon Valdez oll
splll. The spill caused long-term toxicalogical and probable
genatic damage in salmon that incubated as embryos in oiled
siraams, IMPaG: Embryo mortality was stil graator in salmon W L gt
from oiled streams through 1993, 4 years after the spil 5 s.,.. iy e o st io oo o ot o
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Objectives

" Dacument oll levels in pink saimon
stroams in 1989,

T2 Assess recavery in 1985

" Relate to effects on embryo mortaity in
pink salmon.

How does a marine oil splll contaminate salmon streams’
e The “Bathtub Ring”
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Profile: The composition of PAHs.
source of oil and state of weathering,

et Results: Total Polynuclear Aromatic Hydrocarbons (TPAH)
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v/ increase embryo mortality in pink salmen for at least 4
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]:> Although many streams had recovered by 1995, some still

had significant levels.of toxic weathered ol

[, Sush ol levols n sedimont —as low as 3800 nglg ~ have
<~ been associated with Impaired survival of pink salmon
embryos in the Iaboratory.

mousse and is modaratoly weathered. The heavier, mors toxic.
‘compenents predominate in the weathered oll

The 1885 profile (top) matches Vaidez ‘




