Estimates of Seabird Bycatch in Alaskan Groundfish Fisheries Using the
Alaska Region Catch Accounting System, 2007-2011

Shannon M. Fitzgerald, Jennifer Cahalan’, Jason Gasper, Jennifer Mondragon
*Seabird Program, Alaska Fisheries Science Center, NMFS, NOAA, 7600 Sand Point Way NE Seattle WA 98115, shannon.fitzgerald@noaa.gov

*Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission, AFSC, NMFS, NOAA, 7600 Sand Point Way NE, Seattle, WA 98115

m *Alaska Regional Office, NMFS, NOAA, 709 W 9th St., Juneau AK, 99802,

NOAA’s Alaska Fisheries Science Center (AFSC) fisheries observers have been recording seabird bycatch information in detail
since 1993. Annual estimates of total seabird bycatch in Alaskan groundfish fisheries has provided valuable information for
conservation and management. In 2009 the Alaska Fisheries Science Center held a workshop to address rare-event fisheries
bycatch issues. A recommendation was made that seabird bycatch estimates be generated using the Alaska Region Catch
Accounting System (CAS). Results from the CAS match well with previous methods used since 1993 (Fig. 1) and has now CAS
been adopted as the standard tool for generation of estimates (see tables). With this system we can report seabird bycatch
estimates for species or species groups by statistical area, region, target fishery, and time period.

FISHERIES

Based on the CAS estimates, groundfish longline fisheries
account for most of the bycatch. Depending on the year,
fulmars, shearwaters, and gulls are the most common
species taken. Albatross bycatch is an important
conservation concern, including especially the endangered
Short-tailed albatross.

Trawl fisheries generally have much lower bycatch numbers
and most bycatch from observer samples are fulmars and
shearwaters. Very few albatross are taken and only Laysan
albatross have been recorded taken on trawl vessels.

However, on trawlers the total mortality of birds is difficult
to estimate due to interaction with fishing gear outside of
that included in the observer sample-based estimate (Fig. 2).

Table 1. Summary of estimated seabird bycatch in the Alaskan
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Species Group 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 Species/ Year
Unidentified Albatross 16 0 0 0 0 Species Group 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
Short-tailed Albatross 0 0 0 15 5 Unidentified Albatross 0 0 0 0 0
Laysan Albatross 17 420 105 267 189 Fixed Gear Vessels: Trawl Gear Vessels: Short-tailed Albatross 0 0 0 0 0
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