Discard Mortality of Octépus
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Octopus in Alaska

Octopus are caught incidentally in several trawl, longline and pot
fisheries in Alaska. There are at least seven species of octopus found in
waters off Alaska; the majority of the incidental catch is giant Pacific
octopus (Enteroctopus dofleini) and is caught in pot gear fished for
Pacific cod. Some of the octopus catch is sold for human consumption
or bait, but a large fraction of the catch is discarded at sea (Figure 1).
The octopus species complex in now managed with an annual catch
limit, increasing interest in catch accounting for this data-poor
assemblage. The default management assumption for incidental species
is that 100% of fish caught and discarded die, and so all catch counts
toward the total allowable catch (TAC) whether it is retained or not.
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condition of each octopus was recorded at the usual point of
discard and at the time of release. The length of holding time
for each octopus varied with fishing conditions and catch rates,
from 24 to 60 hours.

The majority of the octopus bycatch in Alaska is uninjured
7 7 animals from pot gear, so the

A separate study looked at long-term delayed mortality for pot-
caught octopus (21 days, Conrath and Sisson, in review). This
study saw no long-term mortality for octopus without injuries,
and a 50% long-term survival rate even for injured octopus.
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